
PROSPECTUS

Creating and sustaining a society of 
entrepreneurs and innovators



“The fact is that one new idea leads to 
another, that to a 3d, and so on thro’ a 
course of time, until some one, with 
whom no one of these ideas was original, 
combines all together, and produces what 
is justly called a new invention.”

— Thomas Jefferson, 1818



 
Thomas Jefferson 
championed robust 
discourse and the civil 
exchange of ideas 
throughout his eventful 
life. In this spirit of 
engagement and 
exploration we have 
developed the concept for 
the Jefferson Innovation 
Summit: a purposeful 
dialogue among thought 
leaders that results in 
concrete frameworks for 
creating and sustaining a 
society of entrepreneurs 
and innovators.
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CONCEPT

Jefferson Innovation Summit

From left to right: Aneesh Chopra, William Hawkins



FORMAT
The Jefferson Innovation Summit has a three-part format:

Delegates wrestle with the intricacies of a “real-life” scenario; this seminar-style 
discussion illuminates complex questions through a stimulating and entertaining 
case-study dialogue.

Participants continue the conversations initiated during the case-study discussion; this 
earnest and informal opportunity for exchanges focuses attention on generating ideas  
and potential solutions to the key obstacles at hand.

A roll-up-the-sleeves working session during which participants compose 
constructive recommendations for creating and sustaining a society of 
entrepreneurs and innovators.

identifying 
OBSTACLES

generating 
IDEAS

proposing 
SOLUTIONS
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With an emphasis on 
practical, action-oriented 
proposals the outcome 
for the summit is a 
meaningful framework for 
all stakeholders to improve 
the national and regional 
capacity for innovation 
and entrepreneurship. This 
culminating plan ensures 
that the Summit’s fruitful 
exchanges can result in 
actionable policies in the 
public and private sectors. 

OUTCOME

3Jefferson Innovation Summit

Frank Batten, Jr.



2011
On 11-12 October 2011 
sixty world leaders from 
business, government, 
academia, media, 
public service and 
the arts convened in 
Charlottesville for the 
inaugural Jefferson 
Innovation Summit. At 
three historic locations 
in Thomas Jefferson’s 
hometown, delegates 
grappled with how 
best to build a more 
robust entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in the U.S., 
following the summit’s 
three-part format:
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identifying OBSTACLES
Rotunda Dialogue 
The Rotunda, University of Virginia

Guided by CNBC’s Tyler Mathisen, delegates engaged 
in a case-based, role-playing discussion that highlighted 
the main obstacles that impede the development of the 
nation’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. This portion of the 
Summit was developed by Fred Friendly Seminars, Inc., 
in collaboration with CNBC, which covered the roundta-
ble debate extensively and simulcast it on CNBC.com. 

generating IDEAS
Monticello Dinner 
West Lawn, Monticello

Delegates and guests enjoyed a rare opportunity for 
exchange and refreshment on the grounds of Monticello, 
Thomas Jefferson’s historic home. During the event, de-
veloped in partnership with the Thomas Jefferson Founda-
tion, participants continued the discussions initiated at the 
Rotunda, focusing on generating new ideas for addressing 
the issues raised during the case-study seminar. 5

John Abele From left to right: Joel Salatin, William McDonough



proposing SOLUTIONS
Declaration of Principles
Robert H. Smith Center, Montalto
    
To conclude the Summit delegates participated in a working session at Montalto, the Thomas Jefferson Founda-
tion’s education and conference center overlooking Monticello. They integrated the previous day’s conclusions 
into constructive recommendations and a guiding framework for improving the nation’s innovative capacity and 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

To build on these principles and to promote further action-oriented dialogue the Batten Institute, the 2011 Sum-
mit Delegates, and other partner organizations have committed to undertaking a robust set of initiatives over the 
coming years.
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From left to right: Edward Hess, Robert Litan, Jigar Shah



2011 Event Partners

Summit Host and Organizer

Rotunda Dialogue ProducerOfficial Summit Partner Official Media Partner

HOSTED BY:

IN ASSOCIATION WITH:

WITH SUPPORT FROM:

2011 Underwriters and In-Kind Sponsors

Summit Hospitality Sponsor Public Simulcast and Film Screening SponsorsPrincipal Sponsor 7



SUMMIT DELEGATES :: 2011
John Abele 
Boston Scientific

Frank Batten, Jr. 
Landmark Media 
Enterprises

Leslie Greene Bowman
Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation

Lyons Brown
Altamar Brands

Robert Bruner
Darden School of Business

Robin Fray Carey
Social Media Today 

Scott Case
Startup America Partnership

John Casteen
University of Virginia

Aaron Chatterji
Fuqua School of Business

James Cheng
Commonwealth of Virginia

Aneesh Chopra
The White House

Jacob Colker
The Extraordinaries

Mark Crowell
University of Virginia

Jonah Czerwinski
U.S. Department of 
Veteran Affairs 

Bill Davidow
Mohr Davidow Ventures

Trip Davis
TRX 

Allison Cryor DiNardo 
King Street Wireless

John Elstrott
Levy-Rosenblum Institute 
for Entrepreneurship

Ntiedo Etuk
Tabula Digita

Mark Galant
GAIN Capital/FOREX.com

Frank Genovese
The Rothbury Corporation

Linda Goldstein
Original Artists

William Hawkins
Medtronic

Cheryl Heller
Heller Communication 
Design

Edward Hess
Darden School of Business

Mary Himinkool
Google

Robert Hugin
Celgene Corporation

Pam Iorio
City of Tampa, Florida

Shirley Ann Jackson
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute

Natalie Jeremijenko
xDesign Environmental 
Health Clinic
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Peter Kiernan
Kiernan Ventures

Don King
Deutsche Asset 
Management
 
Oliver Kuttner
Edison2

Douglas Lebda
Tree.com

Austin Ligon
CarMax

Robert Litan
Kauffman Foundation

Mark Little
General Electric

Gene Lockhart
Berenson & Company

William McDonough
William McDonough + 
Partners

Daniel Mudd
Fortress Investment Group

Sonja Hoel Perkins
Menlo Ventures

Daniel Pink
Drive & A Whole New Mind

Harry Rein
Foundation Medical 
Partners

John Rogers, Jr.
Local Motors

Joel Salatin
Polyface, Inc.

Saras Sarasvathy
Darden School of Business

Richard Satava
US Army Medical 
Research and Materiel  
Command

Jigar Shah
The Carbon War Room

Premal Shah
Kiva

Gary Shapiro
Consumer Electronics 
Association

Thomas Skalak
University of Virginia

Laurie Spengler
ShoreBank International

Mary Beth Stanek
General Motors

Brian Trelstad
Acumen Fund

Mary Tripsas
Harvard Business School

Ahson Wardak
Small Business Administration 

Albert Wenger
Union Square Ventures

Roger Werner
Speedvision and OLN 
Networks

Craig Wynett
Procter & Gamble

Albe Zakes
Terracycle, Inc. 9



THE NEXT CONVERSATIONS
Jefferson Innovation Summit  
for the Commonwealth
Fall 2012

In recognition of Virginia’s Year of the Entrepreneur in 2012, announced by Governor Bob 
McDonnell, the Jefferson Innovation Summit for the Commonwealth brings together a diverse 
and influential group of sixty policymakers, entrepreneurs, executives and thought leaders 
at the University of Virginia’s Darden School of Business to discuss how best to create and 
sustain a society of entrepreneurs and innovators in the Commonwealth. Boasting a wealth 
of leading universities and a top spot in the nation among the best states for doing business, 
Virginia already has a strong foundation. Nevertheless, the Summit delegates will examine 
the existing constraints within the state in order to propose opportunities for building a more 
dynamic and robust entrepreneurial ecosystem. Drawing from these exchanges, delegates 
will prepare a policy roadmap to outline the best way forward for Virginia, potentially setting a 
benchmark for other states across the nation.

PRESENTED BY: Office of the 
Governor of Virginia10

Sonja Hoel Perkins



Jefferson Innovation Summit :: 
Education
Fall 2013

The key to achieving an innovative and entrepreneurial 
society is having a vibrant, responsive and industri-
ous educational system. With American primary and 
secondary student performance deteriorating and 
constraints on resources growing ever tighter, public 
education is especially in need of disruptive strategies 
and tools to spark major improvements. This Summit 
will draw from a diverse group of educators, entre-
preneurs, executives, policymakers and students to 
examine how we can innovate toward a turnaround in 
the K-12 education system.

Jefferson Innovation Forum
www.jeffersoninnovationforum.org

Today’s economic challenges call for renewed atten-
tion to innovation and entrepreneurship to spur eco-
nomic growth, create jobs, and ensure global competi-
tiveness. Given the urgent need for civil discourse and 
healthy debate about these issues, the Jefferson Inno-
vation Forum builds from the fruitful discussions at the 
Summits to promote broad and impactful exchange 
among our nation’s leaders. The Forum provides a 
virtual platform for focused dialogue, tailored research 
dissemination and web-based events to move these 
discussions forward among our expanding network of 
delegates, constituents and beyond.
 

11Jefferson Innovation Summit



CONTACTS
Michael Lenox 
Samuel L. Slover Professor of Business 
Associate Dean and Executive Director, Batten Institute 
Darden School of Business, University of Virginia 
434.924.3212
lenoxm@darden.virginia.edu

Sean D. Carr 
Executive Chair, Jefferson Innovation Summit
Director, Intellectual Capital and Research, Batten Institute
Darden School of Business, University of Virginia
434.924.4812
carrs@darden.virginia.edu

Dan Bierenbaum
Associate Chair, Jefferson Innovation Summit
Senior Research Associate, Batten Institute 
Darden School of Business, University of Virginia 
434.924.7049
bierenbaumd@darden.virginia.edu12



From left to right (above): John Casteen, Douglas Lebda, Mary Beth Stanek
Front cover from left to right: John Abele, Scott Case, Robert Litan, Shirley Ann Jackson



“I like the dreams of the future better than the history of the past. 
So good night! I will dream on …”

— Thomas Jefferson to John Adams
     Monticello, August 1, 1816

WEB: www.jeffersoninnovationforum.org    TWITTER: JeffersonSummit


